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THE COMMERCIAL DETERMINANTS OF NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES



| BACKGROUND

Key risk factors of NCDs are strongly associated with patterns of consumption and easy access to unhealthy products.
Corporate influence is usually exerted through five main channels: increasing control over production and investment by
large corporates; increasing control over marketing, particularly marketing to children, to increase the appeal and
acceptability of unhealthy products; lobbying, which can negatively influence policies related to plain packaging and
minimum drinking ages; corporate social responsibility strategies, to enhance positive image and extensive supply chains to
exert influence all over the world. 

From the NCD perspective, health outcomes are determined by influencing the social environment in which people live and
work: the availability, cultural practices and prices of unhealthy products. Hence, the rise of non-communicable diseases is a
manifestation of a global economic system that currently prioritises wealth creation over health creation. Many problems
and solutions to address the risk factors lie outside the health sector, in the domains of finance, trade and investment
policies.  

Commercial determinants of health are a sub-set of the social determinants of health with which they interact, such as
education, occupation, income, ethnicity, race, access to healthcare and structural determinants (socio-economic and
political context) and affect individuals throughout the life course, as they shape disease risk factors and ultimately disease
across the life span. The life-course approach to analysing the social determinants also provides an opportunity to identify
potential entry points for action.

This session will entail a detailed analysis of the key commercial drivers of NCDs. It will present the main strategies and
approaches used by the private sector to promote choices detrimental to health. These will include marketing, trade and
foreign direct investment. The session will also examine the role played by different institutions in facilitating or regulating
these, especially Governments, as well as other stakeholders including multilateral organizations and civil society.

 

| OBJECTIVES

To analyse the role industry plays in the commercial determinants of NCDs, including food/beverage, tobacco, alcohol
and extractive industries
To showcase a few exemplary interventions that have successfully addressed selected commercial determinants
(E.g. regulation of marketing, including to children, and labelling of sugary beverages, unhealthy foods, tobacco and
alcohol; enactment of regulations to contain pollution from mines, power plants, factories and cars).

       Some of the questions to address may include: 

What are the commercial drivers influencing the risk factors of NCDs in different contexts? What is the role of
industry (e.g. food and beverage, tobacco, alcohol, extractive industries) in influencing the commercial
determinants?
What are the common strategies of marketing to children and adolescents (e.g. particularly digital marketing) and
mechanisms to reduce exposure to NCD risk factors, notably alcohol, tobacco and unhealthy foods and beverages?
How have governments engaged with industry to mitigate the risk to health and enhance public health benefits?
What has worked and what has not?
What is the role played by different institutions in facilitating or regulating the commercial determinants, including
Governments, and other stakeholders such as WTO, multilateral organizations and civil society?
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Fran Baum is Matthew Flinders Distinguished Professor of Public Health and Foundation, Director of the Southgate Institute
for Health, Society and Equity at Flinders University, Adelaide, Australia. She was named in the Queen’s Birthday 2016
Honours List as an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO) for “distinguished service to higher education as an academic and
public health researcher, as an advocate for improved access to community health care, and to professional organisations”.
From 2009-2014 she held a prestigious Australia Research Council Federation Fellowship. She is a Fellow of the Academy of
the Social Sciences in Australia, the Australian Academy of Health and Medical Sciences and of the Australian Health
Promotion Association. She is a past National President and Life Member of the Public Health Association of Australia. She is
a member and past Chair of the Global Steering Council of the People’s Health Movement – a global network of health
activist (www. phmovement.org).She also served as a Commissioner on the World Health Organisation’s Commission on the
Social Determinants of Health from 2005-08. Fran Baum is one of Australia's leading researchers on the social and economic
determinants of health. She holds grants from the National Health & Medical Research Council and the Australia Research
Council which are considering a wide range of aspects of health inequities and social determinants of health. These grants
include an NHMRC Centre for Research Excellence on Policies for Health Equity of which she is one of the two co-Directors.
Her book, The New Public Health (4th ed. published January 2016 Oxford University Press), is widely cited and used in many
public health courses. Her new book Governing for Health (Oxford University Press, New York, December, 2018) examines
how a society can be organised to best promote health.


